STATE OF ARIZONA

EXECUTIVE OFFICE

JANET NAPOLITANO
GOVERNOR

WWW.AZGOVERNOR.GOV

NEWS RELEASE
FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT:

PRESS OFFICE

(602) 542-1342

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Wednesday, December 19, 2007

GOVERNOR, LEADERSHIP AGREE TO ACCELERATE BUDGET WORK

PHOENIX - In a meeting today, Governor Janet Napolitano, Senate President Tim Bee and
Speaker of the House Jim Weiers agreed on a plan to expedite work to resolve the projected
shortfall in the FY 2008 budget.

Legislative hearings on the budget begin early in the New Year, on January 7, 2008. Once
agreement is reached to resolve the '08 shortfall, the Governor will call the legislature into special
session to enact the necessary changes.

"l look forward to working with leadership, and with the members of the Arizona legislature, to
quickly finish the 2008 budget, then quickly move on to tackle the FY 2009 budget,” said
Governor Napolitano.

"It is important that the Legislature and governor face this challenge as soon as possible to balance
our budget," Weiers said. “We are nearly a billion dollars in the red and the opportunity exists to
pare spending without hurting Arizona's critical missions."

"During difficult economic times, it is critical we change the way we do business. By working
together to expedite the budget process we can solve the state's shortfall in the most responsible
way possible,” said President Bee.
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